Alice Singleton

🌼 Early Life

Alice Singleton was born on 14 August 1891 in Rotherham, the first child of Samuel Singleton and Clara Greaves. For nearly a decade she grew up as an only child, helping around the home and carrying the quiet responsibilities eldest daughters often held in late‑Victorian Yorkshire.

In the 1901 census, Alice appears as “daughter to the head of house”, living with her parents in Rotherham. Her baby sister Doris Mary had just been born, marking the shift from only child to big sister when Alice was around nine years old.

🧵 Early Motherhood

Alice’s teenage years were shaped by responsibility far beyond her age.
At 13 years old, on 31 August 1904, she gave birth to her first son:
· Samuel Leslie Singleton
Four years later, at 17, on 25 August 1908, she welcomed her second son:
· Peter Sydney Singleton
By the end of her teens, Alice was already the mother of two boys, raising them within the support of her parents’ household.

🏠 1911 — Working Life & Third Child

In the 1911 census, Alice is recorded living in Swinton, listed as:
· Single
· Domestic Servant (General)
· Daughter to the Head of House

Domestic service was one of the most common occupations for young women in Edwardian Yorkshire, and Alice’s work contributed to the household while she continued raising her sons.

Later that same year, at 20 years old, she gave birth to her daughter:
· Edith Annie Singleton (1911)

By 1911, Alice was the mother of three children — Samuel Leslie, Peter Sydney, and Edith Annie.

💍 Marriage to Percy Foers (1913)

On 9 October 1913, aged 22, Alice married Percy Foers at St Thomas Church, Kimberworth. This marriage marked the beginning of the Foers family line.  

That same year, Alice experienced the loss of her father, Samuel Singleton, entering married life carrying both new beginnings and fresh grief.

🏡 Life in Wentworth & Growing Family

By 1918, Alice and Percy were living in Wentworth, a village known for its estate workers, miners, and domestic staff connected to Wentworth Woodhouse. It offered a quieter, rural rhythm compared to the industrial streets of Rotherham.

Together, Alice and Percy welcomed three children:
· Joyce Foers — born 1 January 1922 (Alice aged 30)
· Ronald Foers — born 17 January 1926 (Alice aged 34)
· Derek Foers — born 13 May 1927 (Alice aged 35)

With these births, Alice became the mother of six children in total — three from her early years and three with Percy.

📜 1921 Census & Domestic Life

In the 1921 census, Alice is recorded as:
· Wife to the head of house
· Domestic Home Duties

This reflects her role as the central figure of the Foers household, managing the home and raising her children during the interwar years.

📘 1939 Register

In the 1939 Register, taken at the outbreak of the Second World War, Alice appears as:
· Married
· Unpaid Domestic Duties

By this time she was in her late forties, living a settled family life with Percy and their younger children, while her older children were grown and independent.

🕯️ Later Years & Losses
In January 1948, Alice suffered the loss of her son Ronald Foers, a deeply painful moment in her later life.

Five years later, in January 1953, Alice passed away in Rotherham at the age of 61.

🌿 Legacy

Alice’s life spanned from the Victorian era through two World Wars and into post‑war Britain. She raised six children across two phases of her life, worked in domestic service, built a home with Percy Foers, and became the matriarch of a family line. 

Her story is one of resilience, responsibility, and quiet strength — a true Yorkshire life lived through changing times.



