James Nightingale
26 February 1881 – April 1974

James Nightingale was born on 26 February 1881 at Eckington, the son of Henry Oliver Nightingale and Mary Laura Allchurch Holloway. He was the second of thirteen children, his elder brother John Henry having been born in 1879.
James grew up as part of a particularly large family whose movements can be traced through several Yorkshire and Derbyshire communities. His younger siblings included Sarah Ann, Joseph Holloway, Jemima, Jeremiah, Mary Ellen, Florence, Elijah William, Freda Alice, Sylvanus, Ernest and Isaiah Henry. Isaiah Henry died shortly after his birth, while Joseph Holloway had also died in infancy in 1885.

Marriage and family

On 18 October 1902, James married Lily Violet Luke at Sandal Magna.
James and Lily went on to have a family of their own. Their daughter Gwendoline was born in Wakefield on 5 August 1904, followed by Barbara on 6 July 1906. By the time Frances was born on 2 January 1909, the family was at Canklow. Their son James followed on 11 December 1910, also at Canklow, and another son, Henry, was born on 25 October 1916.

The 1911 Census, taken on 2 April, records James and his family living at 45 Duncan Street. James was working as a coal miner, beginning a strong occupational thread that would continue through the surviving records of his adult life.

The First World War

James's life also crossed the upheaval of the First World War.
Surviving pension material records James as a Private in the Army. His service number is given as May-48, while the regiment or unit is recorded in the indexed information as “Conn Rang”. As the surviving transcription does not establish precisely what that abbreviation represents, it is safest to preserve the wording exactly as recorded.

The pension material gives James's residence as Carplow near Rotherham and places his military service within the Yorkshire and North East region. Most importantly, it provides a definite discharge date of 11 September 1918, shortly before the end of the war.

The record belongs to the First World War pension material and is categorised as PRC Ledgers. References associated with James's pension records include Mne.2279 and 4/Mn/No.867.

Although the surviving information does not provide enough detail to reconstruct exactly where James served or what his wartime experiences involved, it establishes that his life as a working miner and father was interrupted by documented Army service during the First World War.

Return to mining

After the war, James returned to civilian life and the mining industry.

By 1921, his occupation was recorded more specifically as a coal getter, a role directly associated with extracting coal.

James experienced the loss of both of his parents during the following years. His mother, Mary Laura, died in 1931 at Stanley, while his father Henry Oliver died in April 1939 at Doncaster.
When the 1939 Register was compiled on 29 September 1939, James was living at 74 Duncan Street. This is particularly interesting because he had been recorded at 45 Duncan Street back in 1911.

His occupation in 1939 was recorded as “Colliery Labourer HW”. As with the military abbreviation, it is best to retain “HW” exactly as written rather than give it a meaning that the evidence currently does not establish.

James was now 58 years old, yet the occupation recorded in 1939 shows that his working life remained connected with the collieries.

Later years

As James grew older, he witnessed the deaths of a number of the brothers and sisters with whom his story had begun.

His younger brother Sylvanus died at Wakefield in January 1953, followed by his sister Jemima at Sheffield in April 1958.

Then came a much more personal loss. In October 1960, James's wife, Lily Violet Nightingale, née Luke, died in the Rother Valley area. Their marriage had begun at Sandal Magna in October 1902 and had lasted for almost 58 years.

More of James's siblings followed. Elijah William died at Wakefield in October 1965, Ernest at Huddersfield in July 1966, and Sarah Ann at Hemsworth in January 1967. Florence died in Lower Agbrigg in April 1971, followed by Mary Ellen at Hemsworth in April 1972.

Death and legacy
James Nightingale died in Rotherham in April 1974, aged 93.

His was an exceptionally long life spanning enormous social change. Born at Eckington in 1881 into a family of thirteen children, James became a husband and father, spent much of his working life associated with the coal industry, and had documented Army service during the First World War.

The occupational records provide a particularly strong thread through his story: coal miner in 1911, coal getter in 1921 and colliery labourer in 1939. Rather than being isolated entries on census and registration forms, together they provide a picture of a working life closely tied to the mining communities in which James and his family lived.

His life also stretched across remarkable historical boundaries. James was born in the Victorian era, lived through the First World War, experienced another world war during his lifetime, and survived into the 1970s.

From Eckington in 1881 to Rotherham in 1974, James Nightingale's documented story covers 93 years, with family, mining and wartime service running through the heart of it.
