Full Biography of Derek Foers (1927–2003)

Early Life

Derek Foers was born on 13 May 1927 in Rotherham, South Yorkshire. He was the youngest of six children born to Alice Singleton and Percy Foers, arriving as the final addition to a large, close‑knit Yorkshire family.

Growing up as the last child meant Derek was surrounded by older siblings whose personalities and experiences shaped his early world. He developed a quiet, observant nature — the kind of temperament that comes from watching, learning, and finding your place within a busy household.

Family Background

The Foers home was full of movement, routine, and the everyday noise of a big family. Derek’s parents, Alice Singleton and Percy Foers, were part of a long‑standing South Yorkshire line rooted in industrial heritage and working‑class resilience.

Life brought Derek several early losses:
· January 1948 — his brother Ronald died. Derek was 20.
· January 1953 — his mother Alice died. Derek was 25.
· January 1963 — his father Percy died. Derek was 35.

Later in adulthood, more losses followed:
· April 1973 — his brother Samuel Leslie Singleton died in Rotherham.
· 19 April 1979 — his brother Peter Sidney Singleton died in Sheffield.
· 6 April 1993 — his sister Joyce died in Scarborough.

By 1993, Derek had lost all of his siblings, marking the end of the generation he grew up alongside.

Occupation

Derek worked as a Fitter’s Mate, a practical and physically demanding role typical of South Yorkshire’s industrial workforce. This occupation is formally documented on Timothy’s birth certificate, confirming Derek’s trade during the late 1970s.
A Fitter’s Mate assisted skilled fitters with mechanical assembly, maintenance, and engineering tasks — a job that suited Derek’s steady, reliable, hands‑on nature.

Young Adulthood

In July 1948, at the age of 21, Derek married June S. Rix, beginning his first chapter of adult life and family responsibility.  Together they had four children:
· Eric Foers — born July 1949, Rotherham
· Peter Foers — born 1952
· Carole D. Foers — born April 1956
· Dawn L. Foers — born April 1965

By the mid‑1960s, Derek was a father of four, balancing work, responsibility, and the everyday rhythms of raising a large family.

Later Adult Life

In 1979, Derek’s life changed direction.  On 2 June 1979, he married Janet Copley. No divorce had ever been filed between Derek and June, making this transition a complex and delicate moment in his personal history. Just 31 days later, on 3 July 1979, Derek became a father again with the birth of his son:
· Timothy Mark Foers — born at Rotherham District General Hospital.

On 23 September 1997, Derek’s former wife Janet Payne (née Copley) died in Rotherham District General Hospital of Lymphoma aged 52. Despite their separation, no divorce had ever been recorded.

Final Years & Passing

By the early 2000s, Derek had lived through the loss of his parents, all of his siblings, and his former wife. His later years were quieter, shaped by routine, reflection, and the steady personality he had carried throughout his life.

In April 2003, Derek passed away in Sheffield, aged 75. His death marked the closing of the Foers generation born in the 1920s.

