ALICE ANDREWS

🌸 Early Life (1915–1934)

Alice Andrews was born on 28 August 1915 in Rotherham and baptised shortly afterwards at St John’s Church, Masbrough, the Andrews family’s long‑standing parish. She was the fourth of seven children born to James Albert Andrews and Caroline Steel, growing up in a lively household alongside her siblings Ethel, James, Florence, Doris, Alfred, and Harry.

Her childhood unfolded during the final months of the First World War and the interwar period that followed. The Andrews family lived within the tight-knit communities of Masbrough and Rotherham, where industry, family networks, and working‑class resilience shaped everyday life.

By the early 1930s, Alice was entering adulthood, surrounded by her large family and the familiar rhythms of South Yorkshire life.

💍 Marriage to Vincent Copley (1934)

On 2 April 1934, at St Michael’s and All Angels Church, Norfield, Alice married Vincent Copley, who had been born in 1914. She was 18, and Vincent 19, beginning their married life together in Rotherham’s mining communities.

This marriage joined two long-standing local families — the Andrews and the Copleys — forming the foundation of the next generation.

👶 Motherhood & Family Life (1938–1941)

Alice and Vincent welcomed their first son, Vincent Terence Copley, on 20 February 1938. Just over a year later, the Second World War began, and the young family entered a period of rationing, air‑raid precautions, and the pressures of wartime Britain.

In the 1939 Register, Alice appears as Married, with the occupation Home Duties, caring for her home and young son while Vincent worked in a reserved occupation.

Their second son, George Copley, was born in January 1941, completing the immediate Copley household.

🕊 Losses & Mid‑Life (1952–1960)

Alice’s adult life was marked by several significant family losses. Her father, James Albert Andrews, died in April 1952 in Rotherham. Six years later, tragedy struck again when her husband Vincent Copley died on 12 January 1958, leaving Alice widowed at 42 with two teenage sons.

In 1960, Alice’s mother Caroline Andrews (née Steel) passed away, closing the parental chapter of the Andrews family.

Despite these losses, Alice remained a steady presence in her family’s life, rooted in the communities she had always known.

🏡 Later Years at 2 Munsdale, Greasbrough (1960s–1983)

In her later years, Alice lived at 2 Munsdale, Greasbrough, a quiet residential part of Rotherham. She maintained independence and stability, surrounded by familiar places and family connections.

She passed away on 17 July 1983, aged 67, and was buried in Rotherham.

Her probate was granted at the Leeds Probate Registry on 19 August 1983, confirming her estate as not exceeding £250,000 — a substantial amount for the time and a reflection of her careful, steady life.

🌿 Legacy

Alice Andrews’ life bridged two strong South Yorkshire families — the Andrews and the Copleys. She grew up in a large Edwardian‑era household, married young, raised two sons through wartime Britain, endured significant losses, and lived out her later years with quiet resilience.
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