⭐ Percy Foers — Full Biography 

Percy Foers was born on 19 March 1891 in Rotherham, the second child of Thomas Foers and Catherine Ann Swann. He grew up in a large mining family, surrounded by eight siblings: George Henry, Eleanor, Alice Amelia, Eliza Ann, Cyril, Thomas, Beatrice (born in Swinton), and Hilda (born in Mexborough). The Foers family moved between Rotherham, Swinton, and Mexborough as mining work shifted, before returning to Rotherham by Percy’s early adulthood.

Percy’s childhood was shaped by the mining communities of South Yorkshire. By 1911, at the age of 20, he was working underground as a Colliery Dayman.  That same year, he lost his mother Catherine Ann, a turning point that marked the end of his youth and the beginning of his adult responsibilities.

On 9 October 1913, Percy married Alice Singleton at St Thomas Church, Kimberworth. Alice brought three children from her earlier years — Samuel Leslie (1904), Peter Sydney (1908), and Edith Annie (1911) — and Percy stepped into the role of father figure within a blended family. Both aged 22, Percy and Alice began their life together in Rotherham.

In 1914, Percy enlisted in the Yorkshire Regiment, serving throughout the First World War and into the demobilisation period. His military papers list his home address as 76 Greasbro Road, Rotherham, confirming where he lived when he joined the army. Percy served from 1914 to 1920, holding the regimental numbers 22307 and 4339072, and returned home as a seasoned infantryman at the age of 29.

By the 1921 Census, Percy was back in civilian life as a Coal Miner Hewer, head of his own household, married, and supporting a growing family. Over the next years, he and Alice welcomed three children together:
· Joyce Foers, born 1 January 1922
· Ronald Foers, born 17 January 1926
· Derek Foers, born 13 May 1927

The mid‑1920s brought both joy and sorrow. In October 1926, Percy lost his sister Alice Amelia Foers just months after Ronald’s birth. Despite these hardships, Percy continued working as a skilled underground hewer, a role he held for decades.

By the 1939 Register, Percy was a 48‑year‑old married miner, still working as a Colliery Hewer, living in Rotherham with Alice and their children as the country entered the Second World War.

The late 1940s and early 1950s brought significant losses. In January 1948, Percy and Alice’s son Ronald Foers died in Rotherham at just 22. Two years later, in October 1950, Percy’s older brother George Henry Foers died in the Worth Valley district. In January 1953, Percy’s wife Alice Foers passed away in Rotherham at the age of 61 ending a marriage that had lasted nearly forty years.

Percy lived for another decade after Alice’s passing. He died in January 1963, aged 71, and was buried on 5 February 1963 at Masborough Cemetery, Rotherham 

His life spanned the mining era, the First World War, the growth of a blended family, and the deep roots of South Yorkshire’s working communities.

Percy is remembered as a miner, a soldier, a husband, a father, and a man whose life was shaped by resilience, duty, and family.




