VINCENT COPLEY 

Early Life (1914–1921)
Vincent Copley was born on 2 September 1914 in Rotherham, the sixth child of George Copley and Susannah Martha Chapman. He was baptised twenty days later, on 22 September 1914, during the opening months of the First World War.
He grew up in a large Yorkshire family of seven children:
1. Blanche Copley (1898)
2. John Henry Copley (1903)
3. Beatrice Copley (1907)
4. Nora Copley (1909–1910)
5. George Copley (1912)
6. Vincent Copley (1914)
7. Matilda Copley (1917)
When Vincent was aged 2, his youngest sister Matilda was born in January 1917, completing the family.
Just two years later, tragedy struck. In June 1919, when Vincent was 4 years old, his mother Susannah passed away. The loss left his father George a widower with six surviving children, and the older siblings stepped into caregiving roles. Vincent’s earliest memories were shaped by both the closeness of a large family and the absence of the mother he barely had time to know.
By 1921, the family appeared on the 1921 Census in Rotherham. Vincent, aged 6, was listed as “Son to head of house”, living under the care of his father and older siblings in a household defined by resilience and working‑class strength.

Growing Up in Industrial Yorkshire (1920s–1930s)

Vincent grew up in the industrial heart of South Yorkshire, surrounded by coal pits, steelworks, and railway labour. Boys of his generation typically left school early, and Vincent followed the same path, entering manual work in his teens.
The mining industry shaped his adulthood. It was dangerous, physically demanding, and essential to the region — and it became the backbone of Vincent’s working life.

Marriage to Alice Andrews (1934)

On 2 April 1934, at St Michael’s and All Angels Church, Norfield, Vincent married Alice Andrews. He was 19 years old, beginning a new chapter of stability and responsibility.

In 1935, the newly married couple were residing in Wentworth, a rural village near Rotherham. This quieter setting offered a peaceful start to their married life before the upheaval of the coming war.

Becoming a Father (1938–1941)

Their first son, Vincent Terence Copley, was born on 20 February 1938. Three years later, in January 1941, their second son George Copley was born in Rotherham.

By the early 1940s, Vincent and Alice were raising two young boys during the height of World War II.

1939 Register — Coal Hewer

In the 1939 Register, Vincent appears living in Rotherham with Alice and their first son. His occupation is recorded as:

Coal Hewer

A hewer was the miner who cut coal at the coal face — the toughest, most dangerous job underground. This role placed Vincent in a reserved occupation, meaning he was exempt from military service because his labour was vital to the war effort. Coal powered steel production, transport, and munitions factories.

At 25 years old, Vincent was supporting both his family and the nation from below ground.

Family Loss — Death of Father (January 1948)

In January 1948, Vincent’s father George Copley passed away. Vincent was 33, married, and raising two sons. With both parents gone, Vincent and his siblings became the senior generation of the Copley family.

Later Years (1950s)
The 1950s brought stability. Vincent continued working in the mining industry while his sons grew into adulthood:
· Vincent Terence entered his late teens
· George became a young man
· The family remained rooted in Rotherham and the Dearne Valley
These years were shaped by post‑war rebuilding, strong community ties, and the demanding rhythm of industrial labour.

Death — 12 January 1958

Vincent passed away in Rotherham on 12 January 1958, aged 43. His death came suddenly, leaving Alice a widow and his sons aged 19 and 17.

He was buried on 16 January 1958, closing a life that spanned two world wars, the rise of industrial Britain, and the strength of a working‑class Yorkshire family.

Legacy

Vincent’s legacy lives on through his sons and the generations that followed. His life reflects:
· The resilience of mining families
· The impact of early childhood loss
· The strength of South Yorkshire communities
· The traditions passed down through the Copley line

He remains a central figure in the family’s history — the sixth child of seven, a coal hewer, a husband, a father, and a link between the old industrial world and the modern era.



